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Dear Family and Friends, 
 
Thank you so much for your interest in our family. It is our desire to make sure you 
are welcomed and feel welcome here at Marco Presbyterian Church. 
 

Our prayer is that you would be blessed and strengthened by the power of Jesus 
Christ and that you will live a life of abundance in fellowship, joy and liberty. Marco 
Presbyterian Church is here for you. It is not just a church. It is a fellowship of 
believers coming together to declare the glory of the Lord and celebrate Jesus as King. 
We study the Word, practice what we learn and in the process grow together. No, 
none of us are perfect, but this is a place for imperfect people to gather and find hope.  
 

Just a little more about us: 
Our Sunday morning worship is anchored in the past and relevant to today's 
generation. The messages are pertinent to the times in which we live. Our Worship 
Team helps focus us in our worship of the Living God, so that our faith can grow as 
we experience Him in our worship. 
 

We believe the Bible is the written Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 
without error. The Bible is the revelation of God’s truth and is infallible and 
authoritative in all matters of faith and practice.  
 

We believe in the Holy Trinity. There is one God, who exists eternally in three 
persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
 

We believe that all are sinners and totally unable to save themselves from God’s 
displeasure, except by His mercy.  
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who through His perfect life 
and sacrificial death atoned for the sins of all who will trust in Him, alone, for salvation.  
 

Our goal is to serve and share with the world the good news of the Gospel message.  
 
If you do not already have a church home, please consider worshiping with us.  Marco 
Presbyterian Church is a friendly congregation which includes people of all ages and 
backgrounds.  
 
In the Service of the King,  

 
Steve Schoof, Pastor 
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 MARCO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

We asked ourselves these types of questions: 

 Why do we think God put this church here? 

 Why do we exist or what purpose do we serve? 

 What does the community say about us? 

 What do we want them to say? 

 What can we do this year to fulfill what God wants us to do? 

 

From these types of questions, came these statements: 

 

OUR PURPOSE 
We exist - to worship and glorify God by sharing the love of Jesus Christ through 
word and action. 

OUR VISION 

To be a church  
 Devoted to Jesus Christ 
 Devoted to one another 
 Dedicated to reaching all with the gospel 
                                                                                 OUR MISSION 
 To proclaim the word, 
 Make disciples, 
 Reach out to the unreached, 
 Across the Island - Across the Bridge - Across the sea 

OUR CORE VALUES 
We are a church - caring for one another, in the conviction that -   
 God's inerrant, infallible word alone, 

 Assures us that we have eternal life -   
 Through grace alone, 
 By faith alone, 
 In Jesus Christ alone,  For the glory of God alone. 
 For the glory of God alone. 
  

 

Foundational to all of this is we are a community of believers who care for each other with the 

absolute foundation that the Bible is the inerrant, infallible Word of God and Jesus Christ is our 

Lord and Savior and belief in Him is the only way to heaven.  
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STAFF OF MARCO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
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John Stein 

Director of Music & Worship 

john@marcochurch.com 

Judy Roberts 

Office/Finance Manager 

judyr@marcochurch.com 

Rev. Jan Werson 

Associate Pastor 

jan@marcochurch.com 

Rev. Steve Schoof 

Senior Pastor 

sschoof@marcochurch.com 

Dena Hatt 

Children’s Ministry Director 

dena@marcochurch.com 

Paul Flores 

Director of Mercy 

paulf@marcochurch.com 

 

Church Phone:  239-394-8186 

Church Fax:  239-394-3548 

Church email:  office@marcochurch.com 

Church website:  www.marcochurch.com 

 

Melissa Brown 

AV Support 

melissa@marcochurch.com 

mailto:office@marcochurch.com


    

 
 

TEAM & MINISTRY LEADERS 
          

                          email 
   

Teaching Elder - Steve Schoof  304-579-3234           sschoof@marcochurch.com 

Teaching Elder – Jan Werson  239-207-8742           jan@marcochurch.com 

Dir. Of Music & Worship – John Stein 239-398-3663           john@marcochurch.com  

Children’s Min. Dir. – Dena Hatt 239-293-2318           dena@marcochurch.com 

Director of Mercy – Paul Flores  239-253-4755           paulf@marcochurch.com 

Deacons – Marty Zofchak                      248-563-1448           martymzofchak@yahoo.com            

Missions – Jan Werson                           239-970-0104           jan@marcochurch.com 

Discipleship – Ritchie Gillespie         540-849-7248           rpg8511@yahoo.com 

Assimilation – Ken Miller                       330-704-4408           kamiller5816@gmail.com 

Facilities – Mike Seigfried   239-821-0825           mseigfried@comcast.net 

Finance – Jim Stifler              239-370-9192           jjstifler1@aol.com 

Personnel – Jim Carl          607-329-3950           jamesedwardcarl@gmail.com  

Long Range Planning – Jerry Francis    513-266-0741           seastore1@me.com 
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MPC ORGANIZATIONAL WHEEL 
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The Elder  

 The office is one of dignity and usefulness. The man who fills it has in Scripture different 

titles expressive of his various duties. As he has the oversight of the flock of Christ, he is termed 

bishop or pastor. As it is his duty to be grave and prudent, an example to the flock, and to 

govern well in the house and Kingdom of Christ, he is termed presbyter or elder. As he 

expounds the Word, and by sound doctrine both exhorts and convinces the gainsayer, he is 

termed teacher.  

 He that fills this office should possess a competency of human learning and be 

blameless in life, sound in the faith and apt to teach. He should exhibit a sobriety and holiness 

of life becoming the Gospel. He should rule his own house well and should have a good report 

of them that are outside the Church.           

—The Book of Church Order PCA 

         

ELDERS  
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George Buck       

Ruling Elder 

Jim Carl 

Ruling Elder 

Paul Flores   

Ruling Elder 

Blaine Fluth   

Ruling Elder 

Jerry Francis    

Ruling Elder 

Jim Garvin    

Ruling Elder 

Kirk Nantz    

Ruling Elder 

Ritchie Gillespie    

Ruling Elder 
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Loren Roberts    

Ruling Elder 

Ed Kingsbury     

Elder Emeritis 

Tony Castillo    

Elder Emeritis 

Senior Pastor                      

Steve Schoof 

Associate Pastor 

Jan Werson 



 

 

The Deacon 

 The office of deacon is set forth in the Scriptures as ordinary and perpetual in the Church. The 

office is one of sympathy and service, after the example of the Lord Jesus; it expresses also the 

communion of saints, especially in their helping one another in time of need.  

 It is the duty of the deacons to minister to those who are in need, to the sick, to the friendless, 

and to any who may be in distress. … 

 In the discharge of their duties the deacons are under the supervision and authority of the 

Session. 

                  —The Book of Church Order PCA 

                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                     
                                                                                                                                                               

 

 

 

 

 

 

                              DEACONS  

Dick Bell                   

Deacon 

Willy Fernando           

Deacon 

Bruce Kane           

Deacon 

Ward Petrich           

Deacon 

Mitch Raab           

Deacon 

Mike Seigfried 

Deacon 

Jim Stifler   

Deacon 

Marty Zofchak 

Deacon 
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Ed Torre           

Deacon Emeritis 
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                                                INFORMATION TO HELP YOU 

Video Live Coverage 

 When you are not at Marco Pres. you can see and hear a live broadcast of our Sunday 

 morning service by going to our website (www.marcochurch.com) where you will find 

 video and audio links to current and past Worship Services, and you can also see church 

 bulletins. 

 

Weekly Updates 

 Wednesday an email is sent listing prayer requests. 

 Thursday an email Newsletter is sent from Marco Church. 

 

To Receive the Weekly Prayer Requests and Newsletter 

 E-mail office@marcochurch.com, sign up on the Sunday Connect Card or call the office, 

 239-394-8186. 

 

Help to Hear Better 

 Both the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall are equipped with a T-coil hearing aid loop 

 system. We have hearing assisting devices available in the office on Sunday mornings. 

 

Library 

 The Library is located in the Fellowship Center and books, audios and videos are 

 available for your check out. 

 

The Connect Card 

 The Connect Card is inserted in the Sunday bulletin.  Everyone is encouraged to fill out  

           the card every Sunday.  In that way we can keep track of the attendance, prayer  

 requests and other concerns.  The Connect Card also serves as a reservation form for a  

 variety of events and ministry opportunities. 

 

Observing the Lord’s Supper 

 At Marco Church we observe the Lord’s Supper on the first Sunday of the month.   

Also, the Lord’s Supper is offered to shut-ins upon request. 

 

ChildSafe 

 Marco Presbyterian Church (MPC) seeks to provide a safe and secure environment for 

 all minors who participate in our programs and activities, through our program called 

 ChildSafe.  Our goals are to protect the children, the paid and volunteer staff and the 

 Church.  Every person who works with a minor (under 18) must be screened which 

 includes an application, a national background check and approval by the ChildSafe 

 Committee and must take a ChildSafe training class at the church.  
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Giving to Marco Presbyterian Church 

 To give to the normal operating budget which includes staff salaries, administration, 

 building and grounds upkeep and budgeted missions, make out your check to Marco 

 Presbyterian Church. 

 

 For special giving to the Deacon’s fund, Missions Challenge, building programs or to 

 something special, designate on the memo line your choice or insert in the Blue 

 Deacon’s Envelope (1st Sunday of the month) or in the Yellow Special Missions Envelope 

 (3rd Sunday of the month). 

 Love Offerings are collected for our seasonal concerts and other special events. 

 

Getting Involved 

 Where would you like to participate and/or serve in the MPC Family? 

 Feel free to mark your Connect Card or talk to the pastoral staff, 

a ruling elder or a team leader. 

 What do you consider your spiritual Gift(s)?  

 If you need help discerning your Spiritual Gifts please refer to the 

web site, click on the Guides & Handouts Tab and then on 

“Spiritual Gifts Questionnaire”. 

 Where do you see yourself serving in the activities of MPC? 

 Men’s Ministry 
 Women’s Ministry 
 Music Ministry 
 Nursery, Children or Youth Ministry 
 Missions Ministry 
 Mercy Ministries 
 Facilities Team 
 Audio Visual Team 
 English as a Second Language (ESL)  
 Good News Clubs 
 Kitchen Helpers 
 Coffee Fellowship 
 Greeters/Ushers 
 Prayer Shawl Knitting or Crocheting 
 Work Days 
 Volunteer Office Assistance 
 Vacation Bible School 
 Evangelism Explosion 
 Easter Sunrise Service 
 Decorations 
 Operation Christmas Child 
 Christmas Parade and Float 
 Salvation Army Bell Ringers 
 Elections 
 Etc. 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR SPIRITUAL GROWTH,  

FELLOWSHIP AND SERVICE AT MPC 

 

Every First Sunday monthly    The Lord’s Supper during the Service(s)  

Every First Sunday of the month Nursing Home Ministry/3:00pm/Barrington Terrace 

Every Sunday    Worship Service/9:00 (seasonal) & 10:30am 

      Adult Sunday School/9:00am &10:30am (seasonal) 

      Child Care (Infants – 4 years) / 9:00 & 10:30am 

      Sunday School (Pre K-12th Grade) / 9:00am 

      Kids Worship (4 years – 3rd Grade) / 10:30 Service  

      (then dismissed from Worship Service) 

      Evening Service/6:00pm/Fellowship Hall 

Every Fourth Sunday monthly 3:00pm/Heritage Healthcare Service/Paul Flores 

Every Monday (Seasonal)  5:00pm/Evangelism Explosion/Ritchie Gillespie/F-1 

Every Tuesday (Seasonal)   7:30am/Men’s Seasonal Bible Study/Blaine Fluth/F-1 

      8:30am & 10:00am/Pilates/Marge Beasley/Fellowship  

Every Tuesday     11:30am/Men’s Lunch/Mango’s 

                                                   7:00pm/ESL/Fellowship Hall 

Every Wednesday     7:30am/ Men’s Bible Study/Pastors Steve & Jan/F-1 

      6:00pm/Prayer Meeting/Worship Center  

      6:00pm/Youth Meeting/Youth Room 

                                                   6:00pm/God’s first kids/Education building  

       (October - April) 

Every Wednesday (Seasonal)  10:00am/GriefShare/Jan Werson/F-1 

Every Thursday     11:30/Golf & Lunch/ LeRoy Richards/Eagle Lakes   

Every Thursday (Seasonal)  5:30pm Bell Practice/John Stein/                       

7:00pm Choir Practice/ The Steins/Choir Room 

Every Friday    9:00am/ Women’s Spring, Summer & Fall Bible  

      Studies/F-1/Breakfast at Susie’s Diner   

      when Bible Study does not meet 

Every Friday (Seasonal)   9:30am/Women’s Winter Bible Study/Sanctuary 

 

Additional small group evening Bible studies, fellowship dinners, concerts and  

other special events are offered during the “Season” which is January through Easter. 
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MISSIONARIES & MINISTRIES  

  MISSIONARIES      LOCATION     MISSION AGENCY  

 

Bakelaar, Peter & Diane         Japan    MTW    

Dorsainvil, Sainvil & Chimene    Naples, FL  El Shaddai Church  

Gahagen, Craig & Heather         Peru   MTW 

Jones, David & Marcia          London  MTW 

Jones, Ian & Heather          West Africa  MTW 

Lawrence, David & Kris         Middle East      FOCUS 

Meiners, Paul & Liz          Europe  MTW 

Nantz, Quentin & Karen         Taiwan   MTW 

Rosene, Jim & Denise           World   KATW 

St. Germain, Dony & Sharon       Haiti   MNA 

Tanner, Lucas    FGCU Campus RUF  

Waldecker, Gary & Phyllis          World  Third Millennium 

Crossroad Bible Institute            USA   CBI  

Good News Clubs                         Naples & Marco    CEF 

Grace Academy India                   India   MTW  

 

NEW MINISTRIES AT MPC 

 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY DIRECTOR – Dena Hatt 
  Our new Children’s Ministry Director, Dena Hatt, is ministering to our children and 
youth by helping the next generation become fully devoted followers of Christ. Teaching them 
the word of God, and discipling them to serve in their church and community. 
 
DIRECTOR OF MERCY – Paul Flores 
 Mercy is one facet of the gospel of God’s love to us in Jesus. Our new Director of 
Mercy, Paul Flores, will help equip individuals, families, small groups, church leadership and the 
church as a whole, to see needs, identify needs and communicate needs so that through our 
combined efforts, mercy is shown locally and internationally so that people come to know 
Jesus. 
 
ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE (ESL) 
 We teach English as a Second Language (ESL) to adult international students from all 
over the world so they can function more fully in the United States. Volunteers do not need to 
speak the language of their students since only English is spoken in the classroom. All that is 
needed is to speak English and love Jesus. 
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WHAT WE BELIEVE 
 

Marco Presbyterian Church believes that the Bible is the inerrant and infallible Word of 

God and holds to that system of doctrine summarized in the Westminster Confession of Faith 

and Catechisms. We believe that Christ calls his church to faithfully preach and teach the 

Word, to grow through the sacraments, prayer, and fellowship, and to spread the Gospel at 

home and abroad. 

 

Marco Presbyterian Church is a member of the Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) 

denomination. We seek to be scriptural in both government and doctrine. 

 

The form of government is call “Presbyterian.”  This means the local church is governed 

by presbyters, or elders who are elected by the people. There are two kinds of elders; those 

who spiritually rule, ruling elders and those who primarily teach, teaching elders.  

 

This is the kind of government the New Testament Church enjoyed (for instance, see 

Acts 20: 17; Titus 1: 5 - 7). It has been the form followed by the great Reformed & Presbyterian 

branches of Christendom since the days of John Calvin in Europe and John Knox in England and 

Scotland. 

 

The elders sit in a “session”. This session has been entrusted with the oversight of the 

faith and life of the local church congregation. 

 

Representatives from the session along with the ordained ministers of the churches 
compose the “Presbytery”. The Presbytery has oversight of the ministries of the churches in a 

given geographical area. Through the Presbytery the work of many churches is coordinated and 

their combined efforts enable them to extend the Kingdom of Christ much farther than 

otherwise would be possible. Marco Presbyterian Church is a member of the Suncoast Florida 

Presbytery. 

 

The local churches also send commissioners -- elders and pastors-- to the highest court 

of the church, the “General Assembly”. The assembly meets annually and enables all the 

churches to have a voice in guiding the spiritual and practical affairs of the entire denomination. 

 

In the Presbyterian Church in America the local church owns and controls its own 

property. A Church’s relationship with the denomination is based on mutual love and 

commitment to the Bible, the Reformed faith, and the Great Commission of Jesus Christ. 

 

Our form of doctrine is also scriptural. As Presbyterian refers to our form of 

government, so “Reformed” denotes our doctrinal beliefs. We stand in the ancient heritage of 

true-to-the-Bible theology. We earnestly strive to follow Christ and His Apostles. We believe 

that the purest Expression of scriptural doctrine is found in the Calvinistic creeds particularly 

the Westminster Confession of Faith with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms. 
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This means that we believe in the Trinity. There is one God who exists eternally in 

three Persons--the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These three are one God, the same in 

substance, equal in power and glory. 

 

We believe that the Bible is the written Word of God, inspired by the Holy Spirit and 

without error in the original manuscripts. The Bible is our infallible and divine authority in all 

matters of faith and life. 

 

We believe that all are sinners and are totally unable to save themselves or to even 

cooperate with God in efforts to earn their salvation. 

 

We believe that God alone saves the people whom He draws to Jesus by His Holy 

Spirit. He convinces them of their sin and enlightens them so that they repent of their sins and 

trust in Jesus Christ as He is offered in the Gospel. Because God alone knows who are His, we 

call on people everywhere to repent and to trust in Jesus Christ. 
 

We believe that Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God, who became man and lived and 

died and rose again to atone for the sins of those who trust Him alone for their salvation. Jesus 

Christ is the only mediator between God and man. 

 

We believe that God’s Holy Spirit gives Christians the daily strength and wisdom they 

need to walk according to His Will and to grow in holiness. 

 

We believe that Jesus Christ shall return personally, visibly and bodily to judge all 

mankind and to receive His people unto Himself. 
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MARCO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH’S 

 INVITATION TO THE LORD’S SUPPER 
  

    
We come to the Lord's Supper at the invitation of the Lord Himself and so we come on 

His terms. Therefore, Marco Presbyterian Church welcomes to the Lord's Supper all those 

who trust in Jesus Christ as Savior and who acknowledge Him as Lord and are members in 

good standing of an evangelical church.  Remember, by consuming these elements publically, 

you are proclaiming:  

(1) you believe in the finished work of Jesus Christ on the Cross, and  

(2) Jesus Christ is your personal Savior.   

  

It is our request that children not participate in the Lord's Supper until they themselves 

understand the finished work of Jesus Christ and have accepted Him as Savior as taught in the 

Bible. We come not as those who are intrinsically righteous, but as those who have been given 

through grace the righteousness of our perfect Redeemer. So, while we repent of known sins 

as we come, we recognize our righteousness before the Father is completely dependent on the 

accomplishment of Jesus Christ for His people.  

  

Reflect on the work Jesus did for you and receive the grace offered to you in the 

elements. 

  

 

 

 

THE SACRAMENTS 
  

 

Q. Who may be baptized in the church? 

 A. Baptism is not to be administered to any who are out of the visible church until they 

profess their faith in Christ and obedience to Him. Also, infants of those who are members of 

the visible church are to be baptized.  

 

Q. What is the Lord's Supper? 

 A. The eating of bread and drinking of wine in  

      remembrance of the sufferings and death of Christ. 

  

Q. What does the bread represent? 

 A. The body of Christ, broken for our sins. 

  

Q. What does the wine represent? 

 A. The blood of Christ, shed for our salvation. 

  

Q. Who should partake of the Lord's Supper? 
 A. Only those who repent of their sins, believe in Christ for salvation, and     

                 love their fellow men. 
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WHY MEMBERSHIP at MPC? 

 

 Membership allows a person to be involved in the important process of choosing elders, 

deacons and pastors. 

 Membership opens the door to the two sacraments of the church. (Lord’s Supper and  

Baptism). 

 Membership provides a sense of belonging as well as protection. 

 Membership provides the accountability that we all need.  

 An Associate membership is available to those who are here for a portion of the year.  

 

FIVE DECLARATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP 

 

1.  Do you acknowledge yourself to be a sinner justly deserving His displeasure, and without hope        

     save in His sovereign mercy? 

 A.  “Sinners in the sight of God” 

  (1.)  We are all born sinners 

   a.  Psalm 51:5  “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my  

                 mother conceived me.”   Ephesians 2:1-3  “ As for you, you were  

       dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when  

       you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of 

       the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient.   

       All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of  

       our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest,  

       we were by nature objects of wrath.” 

   b.  Romans 3:23 “For all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”  

 B.  You cannot earn forgiveness 

  (1.)  Ephesians 2:8-9  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and  

                  this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no  

         one can boast.” 

 C.  You deserve His displeasure 

  (1.)  Romans 6:23  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal  

         life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 

 D.  You are without hope save in His sovereign mercy 

  (1.)  Romans 5:8  “But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we  

         were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

2.  Do you believe in the Lord Jesus Christ as the Son of God, and Savior of sinners, and do you receive       

     and rest upon Him alone for salvation as He is offered in the Gospel? 

 A.  You must believe in and trust Jesus alone for your salvation 
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  (1.)  John 14:6  “Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No  

         one comes to the Father except through me.”    

  (2.)  Acts 4:12  “Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name  

         under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.” 

  (3.)  Acts 16:31  They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved  

         —you and your household.” 

 While all 5 questions/declarations are important, declaration #2 is crucial.  Have you 

 accepted Jesus Christ as your Lord and Savior? 

3.  Do you now resolve and promise, in humble reliance upon the grace of the Holy Spirit that you will  

      endeavor to live as becomes the follower of Christ?        

      A.  Trust the Holy Spirit to enable you to live for the Lord.  

(1.)  Romans 12:1-2  “Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, 

to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God - this is your 

spiritual act of worship. Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, 

but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test 

and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.” 

(2.)  John 14:15-17  “If you love me, you will obey what I command. And I will 

ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever – 

the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.” 

(3.)  John 16:13-14  “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you 

into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, 

and he will tell you what is yet to come. He will bring glory to me by taking from 

what is mine and making it known to you.” 

  (4.)  Bible Study 

   (5.)  Prayer 

4.  Do you promise to support the Church in its worship and work? 

 A.  You were created to worship God.  Participating in worship is essential. 

 B.  The chief end of man is to glorify God and enjoy Him forever. 

 C.  God has given each Christian a spiritual gift. 

 D.  What would you like to do in the Church?  We should also work in the Church      

                 helping the community of believers to determine their spiritual gift.  

 E.  Have you considered joining a small group? 

 F.  Please consider how you will worship God with your finances. 

5.  Do you submit yourself to the government and discipline of the Church and promise to study its  

    purity and peace? 

A.  Submission - Hebrews 13:17  “Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.   

 

 

 

 

16 



     They keep watch over you as men who must give an account. Obey them so that  

      their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no advantage to you.” 

  (1.)  Submission assumes that you will have spiritual leaders. 

  (2.)  Submission means obedience and support. 

 B.  Church government – Key principles  

  (1.)  The King and head of the Church is Jesus Christ. 

(2.)  He rules the world through His written Word – II Timothy 3:16  “All 

Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and 

training in righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped 

for every good work.” 

  (3.)  His rule is mediated through men. 

(4.)  The constitution of Marco Presbyterian Church, which is subject to and 

subordinate to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the inerrant 

Word Of God, consists of its doctrinal standards set forth in the Westminster 

Confession of Faith, together with the Larger and Shorter Catechisms, and the 

Book of Church Order, comprising the Form of Government, the Rules of 

Discipline and the Directory for Worship; all as adopted by the Church. 

 

 

 

 

HISTORY OF MARCO PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 

MPC is a relatively unique church, started as a “winter” church for “snowbirds” in the 1970’s.  

Covenant Presbyterian Church in Naples was called upon to be of assistance and willingly sent 

some of their members to help in conducting the services, the first of which was held in a 

Funeral Home on Sunday, March 12, 1978.  The church continued to grow and by March 1983, 

it became evident that a full-time, year-round pastor was needed.  In 1983, Rev. Dr. Bruce Fiol 

moved to Marco Island with his family (previous missionaries to India) and became the first full-

time pastor.  In 1987, MPC was officially organized and became part of the Presbyterian Church 

in America.  By that time, the first building had already been completed on the 4.11-acre site 

which had been donated to the church by the Deltona Corporation (developers of Marco 

Island).  In 1992, an education building was completed and dedicated.  The population of Marco 

Island continued to grow, as did attendance at MPC, necessitating three Morning Worship 

Services during the winter months when the population swelled.  The need for a larger facility 

was identified, and a new Worship Center was occupied in March of 2002; MPC now holds two 

Morning Worship Services during “season” (only one is held during the summer months), as 

well as, an Evening Service, and a mid-week prayer service.  Upon Rev. Fiol’s retirement, Rev. 

Bill Lyle was called to be the pastor in March 2008 and has since been called to other ministries. 

In July of 2012 Rev. Jan Werson came to MPC as the Associate Pastor.  In December of 2013  
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Rev. Steve Schoof joined the pastoral staff as Senior Pastor.  Together they are serving as 

pastors of Marco Presbyterian Church.  John Stein joined the Worship Team in July of 2013 as 

the Director of Music & Worship and in October of 2014 Dena Hatt joined the Staff as 

Children’s Ministry Director. 

The congregation has grown from the original 1984 Charter Members of 38 and Associate 

Charter Members of 29 to a year-round average worship attendance of 375; however, in the 

winter months the attendance swells to as high as 850+ and during the summer months, it can 

average as low as 125-150.  The actual membership of the church is approximately 170. 

MPC provides Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and a variety of youth activities to reach both 

the Covenant children and others in the community.  There is an active Evangelism Explosion 

program which attempts to visit the home of each person who visits MPC.  During each winter 

season, MPC offers a number of musical concerts.  In addition MPC offers a variety of “seasonally 

related” (i.e. Christmas, Easter, etc.) programs.  The Church frequently plans special themed 

events that provide food and fellowship for congregants and attempt to attract others to visit 

MPC.   

One of the largest outreach programs of MPC is a Sunrise Service held on the beach of Marco 

Island on Easter Sunday morning.  This has been an annual event for over 25 years and has 

drawn an audience of up to 8,000 participants.  We also participate in mission opportunities 

“Across the Island – Across the Bridge – Across the Sea”. 

 

 

 

BRIEF HISTORY OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IN AMERICA 

(PCA) 

 

 By “Presbyterian” we describe our representative form of church government.  

 Presbyter (from the Greek) – means “Elder” 

 The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA) (who we are linked to) was formed in 1973 

to be a denomination that is: 
 

Faithful to the Scriptures – True to the Reformed Faith – Obedient to the Great Commission  
 

o By “Reformed we mean that we are connected to the teachings of the historic 

Church, and the doctrinal beliefs recovered by the Reformation. 

o By “Faithful to the Scriptures” we believe the Bible is the revelation of God’s 

truth and is infallible and authoritative in all matters of faith and practice. 

  We believe the Bible teaches: 

 Romans 3:23 … “for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God” 

 Romans 6:23…  “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is 

eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 
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 Romans 5:8…  But God demonstrates his own love for us in this:   

“While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.” 

 Romans 10:9…  That if you confess with your mouth “Jesus is Lord”, and 

believe in your heart that God raised Him from the dead, you will be 

saved.  

o By “Obedient to the Great Commission” we mean that we are eager to be busy 
with the work of evangelism and church planting, both in North America and 
around the world.  We want every human being to hear the Gospel and become 
a believer and follower of Jesus Christ. 

 The history of the PCA began with the formation of the Presbyterian form of church 

government, which may be traced back to the Reformers, especially John Calvin  

and John Knox (July 10, 1509 – May 27, 1564). 

 Presbyterianism is a system of church government, in which leadership and authority is 

centered in a group of elders; not in a bishop; not in the congregation. 

 The first group of Elders can be found in the book of Exodus 

Where Jethro advises Moses; Exodus 18. 

 Calvin’s theology is based on the Bible and each principal can be backed-up with 

Scripture.  

 The underlying theme of Calvin’s theology is the absolute joy of knowing God’s 

Sovereign Grace.  



 Calvin established the authority of elders in Geneva, and taught his system of church 

government to visiting theological students, the most influential of which was John Knox 

of Scotland (1514 – 1572).  

 From Scotland, Presbyterianism spread to Ireland. 

 The Rev. Francis Makemie, 1658-17 "Father of American Presbyterianism" was sent by 

his Irish Presbytery in 1683 to serve as a missionary in all of British North America. 

Working in Philadelphia in 1706, he helped organize the first Presbytery in the colonies.    

o 25% of all Americans were Presbyterian 1706-1825. 

 The major branches of the Presbyterian Church  

o Presbyterian Church in the United States 1861 

o Presbyterian Church in the United States of America 1869 

 1900s and forward   

o Liberalism began creeping into the church 

o The authority of the Bible was challenged 

o Ministers denied the virgin birth, and the deity and resurrection of Jesus, and 

refused to accept some ministers who believed in these doctrines 

o Redefining missions as social action, and downplaying evangelism and church 

planting 

o Theistic Evolution   
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 1950s-60s 

o Laypeople in the church became fed up with the ministers and the liberal 

seminaries and took action.  

 SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 

 CONCERNED PRESBYTERIANS 

 PRESBYTERIAN EVANGELISTIC FELLOWSHIP 

 PRESBYTERIAN CHURCHMEN UNITED 

 August 1971 

o An intolerable situation  

A steering committee of three members from each organization was appointed.  

Donald B. Patterson (who died a few years ago) was elected chairman, James Baird, 

vice chairman and Kennedy Smartt, secretary.     

o “We have reached the point where the situation in our beloved church has 

become intolerable to thousands of loyal Presbyterians who love the Lord, and 

want to serve Him in a Presbyterian church which will be true to His Word.” 

 August 1973 

o Advisory Convention 

o 160 churches were officially represented by 280 voting delegates, representing 

40,000 church members.  



 December 1973 

o In December 1973, delegates, representing some 260 congregations with a 

combined communicant membership of over 41,000 that had left the PCUS, 

gathered at Briarwood Presbyterian Church in Birmingham, Alabama, and 

organized the National Presbyterian Church, which later became the 

Presbyterian Church in America. 

 The Presbyterian Church in America (PCA)* 

 Faithful to the Scriptures 

 True to the Reformed Faith 

 Obedient to the Great Commission 
       

 

 

*Not to be confused with the Presbyterian Church USA 
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             BOOK OF CHURCH ORDER 

 

The constitution of the PCA is defined in III of the Book of Church Order: 

 

 The Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America, which is subject to and subordinate 

to the Scriptures of the Old and New Testaments, the inerrant Word of God, consists of its doctrinal 

standards set forth in the Westminster Confession of Faith, together with the Larger and Shorter 

Catechisms and the Book of Church Order, comprising the Form of Government, the Rules of Discipline 

and the Directory for worship:  all as adopted by the Church.  

 

 

As you can see the BOCO is subordinate to Scripture but is a part of our constitution. 

 

 The BOCO is divided into 3 parts: 

   1.  The Form of Government – chapters 1-26 

   2.  The Rules of Discipline – chapters 27-46 

   3.  The Direction for the Worship of God – chapters 47-60 

        Along with appendices A-G 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

THE WESTMINSTER CONFESSION OF FAITH  

AND THE SHORTER & LARGER CATECHISM  
 

On June 12, 1643 the English Parliament passed an act entitled, “An ordinance of the Lords and 

Commoners in Parliament for the calling of an Assembly of Divines and others, to be consulted 

with by the Parliament for the settling of the Government and Liturgy of the Church of England 

and clearing of the Doctrine of said church for false aspersions and interpretations”. 

 

The original list included ten Lords, twenty Commoners and one hundred and twenty-one 

Divines.  Twenty-one clergymen were added to the list for those who were absent.  Eventually, 

the vast majority of those who continually met were Presbyterians.  The assembly was 

organized on July 1, 1643.  The Westminster Confession of Faith (WCF) which systematically 

declares what the Bible teaches on a variety of subjects was presented to Parliament 3 ½ years 

later on December 3, 1646.  It was remanded back to the Assembly for full Scripture proofs of 

each separate proposition attached and was recommitted to the Parliament on April 29, 1647. 

 

The Shorter Catechism was reported to Parliament on November 5, 1647 with the Larger 

Catechism being submitted on April 14, 1648. 
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The WCF and the two Catechisms were adopted by the original Synod in North America in 

1729. 

 

The American Presbyterians adopted the WCF and the Catechisms as part of the Constitution 

of the Presbyterian Church with certain amendments in 1788.  The American confession alters 

the rule of the Civil Magistrate.  Whereas the original Westminster Confession gave power to 

the Civil Magistrates to have power against “offenders”, the American Confession states the 

Civil Magistrates are to protect the church, and it strips any civil power from the Magistrates 

regarding offenses. 

 

The WCF, the Larger and Shorter Catechisms along with the Book of Church Order make up 

the Constitution of the Presbyterian Church in America and are in subject to and subordinate 

to the Bible. 

 

Catechism – a method of learning where the material is presented in a question and answer 

format.  Often the student memorizes the question and answer by number. 

 In the Shorter Catechism there are 107 questions and answers. 

 In the Larger Catechism there are 196 questions and answers.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

THE WESTMINSTER SHORTER CATECHISM 

(In Modern English – The first 38 questions and answers) 
 

The Shorter Catechism, along with the ‘Larger Catechism’ and the Westminster Confession of Faith, were written 

in 1647 in England by a large group of pastors; they wanted to create some questions and answers that would help 

teach some of the major truths of the Bible to future generations. 
 

Q. 1. What is man’s primary purpose? 

A. Man’s primary purpose is to glorify God and to enjoy Him forever. 

 

Q. 2. What authority from God directs us how to glorify and enjoy Him? 

A. The only authority for glorifying and enjoying Him is the Bible, which is the word of 

God and is made up of the Old and New Testaments. 

 

Q. 3. What does the Bible primarily teach? 

A. The Bible primarily teaches what man must believe about God and what God 

requires of man. 
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Q. 4. What is God? 

A. God is a spirit, Whose being, wisdom, power, holiness, justice, goodness, and truth 

are infinite, eternal, and unchangeable. 

 

Q. 5. Is there more than one God? 

A. There is only one, the living and true God. 

 

Q. 6. How many persons are there in the one God? 

A. Three persons are in the one God, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. These 

three are one God, the same in substance and equal in power and glory. 

 

Q. 7. What are the decrees of God? 

A. The decrees of God are His eternal plan based on the purpose of His will, by which, 

for His own glory, He has foreordained everything that happens. 

 

Q. 8. How does God carry out His decrees? 

A. God carries out His decrees in creation and providence. 

 

Q. 9. What is creation? 



A. Creation is God’s making everything out of nothing by His powerful word in six days 

– and all very good. 

 

Q. 10. How did God create man? 

A. God created man, male and female, in His own image and in knowledge, 

righteousness, and holiness, to rule over the other creatures. 

 

Q. 11. What is God’s providence? 

A. God’s providence is His completely holy, wise, and powerful preserving and 

governing every creature and every action. 

 

Q. 12. What did God’s providence specifically do for man whom He created? 

A. After the creation God made a covenant with man to give him life, if he perfectly 

obeyed; God told him not to eat from the tree of knowledge of good and evil or he 

would die. 

 

Q. 13. Did our first parents remain as they were created? 

A. Left to the freedom of their own wills, our first parents sinned against God and fell 

from their original condition. 
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Q. 14. What is sin? 

A. Sin is disobeying or not conforming to God’s law in any way. 

 

Q. 15. By what sin did our first parents fall from their original condition? 

A. Our first parents’ sin was eating the forbidden fruit. 

 

Q. 16. Did all mankind fall in Adam’s first disobedience? 

A. Since the covenant was made not only for Adam but also for his natural descendants, 

all mankind sinned in him and fell with him in his first disobedience. 

 

Q. 17. What happened to man in the fall? 

A. Man fell into a condition of sin and misery. 

 

Q. 18. What is sinful about man’s fallen condition? 

A. The sinfulness of that fallen condition is twofold. First, in what is commonly called 

original sin, there is the guilt of Adam’s first sin with its lack of original righteousness 

and the corruption of his whole nature. Second are all the specific acts of disobedience 

that come from original sin. 

 



Q. 19. What is the misery of man’s fallen condition? 

A. By their fall all mankind lost fellowship with God and brought His anger and curse on 

themselves.  They are therefore subject to all the miseries of this life, to death itself, and 

to the pains of hell forever. 

 

Q. 20. Did God leave all mankind to die in sin and misery? 

A. From all eternity and merely because it pleased Him God chose some to have 

everlasting life.  These He freed from sin and misery by a covenant of grace and brought 

them to salvation by a redeemer. 

 

Q. 21. Who is the redeemer of God’s chosen ones? 

A. The only redeemer of God’s chosen is the Lord Jesus Christ, the eternal Son of God, 

who became man. He was and continues to be God and man in two distinct natures and 

one person forever. 

 

Q. 22. How did Christ, the Son of God, become man? 

A. Christ, the Son of God, became man by assuming a real body and a reasoning soul. 

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit in the womb of the Virgin Mary, who 

gave birth to Him; yet He was sinless. 
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Q. 23. How is Christ our redeemer? 

A. As our redeemer, Christ is a prophet, priest, and king in both His humiliation and 

His exaltation. 

 

Q. 24. How is Christ a prophet? 

A. As a prophet, Christ reveals the will of God to us for our salvation by His word and 

Spirit. 

 

Q. 25. How is Christ a priest? 

A. As a priest, Christ offered Himself up once as a sacrifice for us to satisfy divine 

justice and to reconcile us to God, and He continually intercedes for us. 

 

Q. 26. How is Christ a king? 

A. As a king, Christ brings us under His power, rules and defends us, and retrains and 

conquers all His and all our enemies. 

 

Q. 27. How was Christ humiliated? 

A. Christ was humiliated: by being born as a man and born into a poor family; by being 

made subject to the law and suffering the miseries of this life, the anger of God, and the 



curse of death on the cross; and by being buried and remaining under the power of 

death for a time. 

 

Q. 28. How is Christ exalted? 

A. Christ is exalted by His rising from the dead on the third day, His going up into 

heaven, His sitting at the right hand of God the Father, and His coming to judge the 

world at the last day. 

 

Q. 29. How are we made to take part in the redemption Christ bought? 

A. We take part in the redemption Christ bought when the Holy Spirit effectively 

applies it to us. 

 

Q. 30. How does the Holy Spirit apply to us the redemption Christ bought? 

A. The Spirit applies to us the redemption Christ bought by producing faith in us and so 

uniting us to Christ in our effective calling. 

 

Q. 31. What is effective calling? 

A. Effective calling is the work of God’s Spirit, Who convinces us that we are sinful and 

miserable, Who enlightens our minds in the knowledge of Christ, and Who renews our 

wills. This is how He persuades and makes us able to receive Jesus Christ, Who is freely 

offered to us in the Gospel. 
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Q. 32. What benefits do those who are effectively called share in this life? 

A. In this life those who are effectively called share justification, adoption, sanctification, 

and the other benefits that either go with or come from them. 

 

Q. 33. What is justification? 

A. Justification is the act of God’s free grace by which He pardons all our sins and 

accepts us as righteous in His sight. He does so only because He counts the 

righteousness of Christ as ours. Justification is received by faith alone. 

 

Q. 34. What is adoption? 

A. Adoption is the act of God’s free grace by which we become His sons with all the 

rights and privileges of being His. 

 

Q. 35. What is sanctification? 

A. Sanctification is the work of God’s free grace by which our whole person is made 

new in the image of God, and we are made more and more able to become dead to sin 

and alive to righteousness. 

 

Q. 36. What benefits in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and sanctification? 



A. The benefits that in this life go with or come from justification, adoption, and 

sanctification are: the assurance of God’s love, peace of conscience, joy in the Holy 

Spirit, and growing and persevering in grace to the end of our lives. 

 

Q. 37. What benefits do believers receive from Christ when they die? 

A. When believers die, their souls are made perfectly holy and immediately pass into 

glory. Their bodies, which are still united to Christ, rest in the grave until the 

resurrection. 

 

Q. 38. What benefits do believers receive from Christ at the resurrection? 

A. At the resurrection, believers, raised in glory, will be publicly recognized and 

declared not guilty on the day of judgment and will be made completely happy in the full 

enjoyment of God forever. 
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LIKE US ON FACEBOOK  Scan the QR Code to go directly to our 
Facebook page and click on like. 

MPC WEBSITE www.marcochurch.com for live video of    
Sunday Service and Bulletins there you will find Video & Audio links.   
Scan the QR Code to go directly to our website. 
 
 
 


